GCSE Psychology: Preparing for our exams

Event description

This training is intended to support teachers who are delivering Pearson Edexcel GCSE
Psychology.

The trainer will be supporting you in preparing your learners for their examinations.

Agenda

Delegates will:
» discuss the requirements of mark schemes, including those relating to extended
response questions
+ identify common mistakes made by candidates and discuss how to avoid them
* observe real candidate responses, focusing on how marks were awarded
* be provided with strategies to use in the classroom to help better prepare your
students for their exams
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Contextualising a response - example 1 (1PS0/02 Q2b)

2 Jason is planning to use a questionnaire to investigate whether there is a difference
in the use of social media by people of different ages.

(b) Describe how Jason could use a stratified sampling technique to gather
his participants.

Question
number

Answer

Mark

2(b)

One mark for understanding of sampling method.

One mark for application to the scenario.

For example:

o A stratified sample is when the population is divided into
categories and a representative number of people is
calculated for the sample (1), so Jason could divide his target
population of social media users into different age groups to
get a proportionate sample of each age group (1).

Accept any other appropriate response.

(2)
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Contextualising a response - candidate response A (1PS0/02 2024, Q2b)

(b) Describe how Jason could use a stratified sampling technique to gather
his participants.
(2)
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Contextualising a response - candidate response B (1PS0/02 2024, Q2b)

(b) Describe how Jason could use a stratified sampling technique to gather
his participants.

(2)
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Contextualising a response - example 2 (1PS0/02 2024, Q32)

32 Archie dreamt that he was running through a forest with his best friend and his
grandma. As they came towards the end of the forest there was a large office building
in front of them with a gorilla sitting in the doorway eating a pizza. The gorilla waved
at Archie, who then fell through a hole that appeared in the floor. He then woke up.

Explain one reason why Archie may have had this dream.

You must use Activation Synthesis Theory to justify your answer.

(Total for Question 32 = 2 marks)

Question | Answer Mark
number
32 One mark for identification of a reason. (2)

One mark for reasoning/justification through a theory.

For example:

¢ Archie’s brain circuits activated during his sleep which could
have triggered random memories of his grandma, best friend
and pizza and the gorilla which combined into his dream (1),
as activation synthesis theory (Hobson and McCarley, 1977)
suggests that this random activation of neurons takes place
during REM sleep and are what the brain synthesizes in an
attempt to create meaning, becoming a dream (1).

Accept any other appropriate response.
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P

Contextualising a response - candidate response A (1PS0/02 2024, Q32)

Contextualising a response - candidate response B (1PS0/02 Q32)
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Justifying an identified point - example 1 (1PS0/01 2024, Q5)

5 Leanneisinvestigating children’s development at a local school. She asks 30 pupils,
aged 6 years old, 8 years old and 10 years old, to participate in her investigation.

Leanne asks the pupils to come to the gymnasium and put on a virtual reality (VR)
headset, where they will see a simulation of a set of buildings. The buildings are
different shapes and colours.

« Atriangular blue building.
A square red building.
- Arectangular black building.

From the pupils’ perspective, the triangular building is at the front and the
rectangular building is at the back of the image. The pupils are asked to say what a
person living on the opposite side of the town will see.

Table 1 shows the overall responses given by the pupils.

Number of pupils who said | Number of pupils who said
the triangular building the rectangular building

Pupil age would be at the frontand | would be at the front and
the rectangular building the triangular building
would be at the back would be at the back
6 years old 26 4
8 years old 13 17
10 years old 3 27
Table 1

(b) Explain one improvement that Leanne could have made to her investigation.
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Question
number

Answer

Mark

5(b)

One mark for identification of a relevant improvement.
One mark for justification, which must be linked to the
improvement identified.

For example:

« The investigation about the placement of the buildings could
have been carried out in different schools, in a variety of areas
across the country and not just the local school (1) which
would give a wider variety of pupils of 6,8,10 years old so the
findings regarding the set of buildings and how egocentric the
children were could be more representative of all children of
those ages from that country (1).

Accept any other appropriate response.

(2)
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Justifying an identified point - candidate response A (1PS0/01 2024, Q5)
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Justifying an identified point - candidate response B (1PS0/01 2024, Q5)
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Justifying an identified point - example 2 (1PS0/02 2023, Q32)

32 Tilly is struggling with her sleep. She finds it hard to go to sleep at night and
sometimes sleeps until 11am. Tilly feels tired a lot of the time and is worried that her
grades at school will suffer because of her lack of sleep.

Tilly visits her doctor to get help with her sleep. The doctor decides to test her
hormone levels.

Explain one strength and one weakness of using hormones to explain Tilly’s
sleep problems.

Question
number

Answer

Mark

32

One mark for identification of strength/weakness (maximum
two marks).

One mark for justification, which must be linked to the
strength/weakness identified (maximum two marks).

For example:

Strength

Tilly can have scientific medical tests for a low production of
melatonin that could be making her unable go to sleep at
night and staying awake when she should be sleeping (1),
which gives the hormonal explanation of sleep problems
credibility as hormones can be empirically tested to measure
the levels when someone like Tilly is struggling to sleep (1).

Weakness

There may be other factors causing Tilly not to be able to
sleep as she could be worrying about her schoolwork so
much that it is causing her to be unable to go to sleep at
night (1) which would mean that considering just her
hormone levels ignores any other factors such as stress that
could be causing the problems as it focuses too much on
biological factors and ignores environmental factors (1).

Accept any other appropriate response.

(4)
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Justifying an identified point - candidate response A (1PS0/02 2023, Q32)
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Justifying an identified point - candidate response B (1PS0/02 2023, Q32)
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(Total for Question 32 = 4 marks)
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Justifying an identified point - example 3 (1PS0/02 2024, Q25)

25 Colin was shopping for new curtains for his living room window. He found some

curtains that he liked, but there were lots of different sizes to select from.

Colin estimated how big the window was and bought curtains he believed would
fit. When he returned home, the window was larger than he thought, so the curtains

were too small.

Explain one reason why Colin found it difficult to estimate the correct size of
the window.

You must use Haber and Levin (2001) to justify your answer.

(Total for Question 25 =

2 marks)

Question Answer
number

Mark

25 One mark for identification of a reason.
One mark for reasoning/justification through a concept.

For example:

e The size of a window has token variance because house
windows can come in a variety of sizes, so Colin
underestimated the size of curtains he needed (1). Haber and
Levin (2001) found that token variance reduced the accuracy
of peoples’ size estimation as these objects have a greater
divergence in size within the category, such as windows (1).

Accept any other appropriate response.

(2)
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Justifying an identified point - candidate response A (1PS0/02 2024, Q25)

25 Colin was shopping for new curtains for his living room window. He found some

curtains that he liked, but there were lots of different sizes to select from.

Colin estimated how big the window was and bought curtains he believed would
fit. When he returned home, the window was larger than he thought, so the curtains
were too small.

Explain one reason why Colin found it difficult to estimate the correct size of
the window.

You must use Haber and Levin (2001) to justify your answer.
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Justifying an identified point - candidate response B (1PS0/02 2024, Q25)

25 Colin was shopping for new curtains for his living room window. He found some
curtains that he liked, but there were lots of different sizes to select from.

Colin estimated how big the window was and bought curtains he believed would
fit. When he returned home, the window was larger than he thought, so the curtains
were too small.

Explain one reason why Colin found it difficult to estimate the correct size of
the window.

You must use Haber and Levin (2001) to justify your answer.
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Conclusion questions - example 1 (1PS0/01 2023, Q4a)

4 Sergio wanted to see the influence of practice and effort on learning a new skill.

Sergio decided to show his niece and nephew how to juggle one weekend. He
asked his niece to practise juggling every day for a week and when she sent him
videos of her practising juggling, he sent her supportive messages and praised her
effort. Sergio did not ask his nephew to practise juggling and did not send him any
supportive messages.

Sergio was sent videos of his niece and nephew juggling at the beginning and the
end of the week. He timed how long they could juggle for without dropping the
juggling balls.

His results are shown in Figure 2.

A comparative bar chart to show the time (in seconds) that the niece
and nephew were able to juggle at the beginning and end of the week

16 -
14
12

10

B Niece

[ ] Nephew

Time juggling (seconds)
[80]
|

Monday (day 1) Sunday (day 7)

Day of the week

Figure 2

(a) Explain two conclusions that could be made from Figure 2 regarding the role of
practice and effort in learning a new skill.
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Question Answer Mark
number
4(a) One mark for each appropriate conclusion (maximum two (4)
marks).
One mark for justification of each conclusion through
analysis/interpretation (maximum two marks).
For example:
» One conclusion is that practice and effort improves juggling
skills (1), which is shown by Sergio’s niece being able to juggle
for 10 seconds longer by day 7 (14 seconds) compared to day
1 (4 seconds) (1).
e A conclusion could be that getting supportive messages
praising effort helps to encourage practise and learning to
juggle (1) which is shown by his niece being able to juggle for
10 seconds longer than his nephew by day 7, who did not get
any messages (1).
Accept any other appropriate response.
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Conclusion questions - candidate response A (1PS0/01 2023, Q4a)

(a) Explain two conclusions that could be made from Figure 2 regarding the role of
practice and effort in learning a new skill.

oTE R 000U OWEA. MMM Dpu.
Wl W o Mritiaied o conthoe
\eourndng. e newy el This 1S Yecaixe
\Sc;u Ny Reep Yoo r&mﬂmmﬁ p.rcmse_,

~.0dN0 DR W s, psoua 03 L\jour
O&\f\ PAVR tmenYs

ou_ymlice (Vlc:m: ] Ou
M‘;) KQ{. e, .m. 1o e a Z{
‘(o \f_am PR S?A@Lm Y
5\...1}& Z  Jesones nece, oeq&r@m r..
mma Mo ‘S\f\«L C@u\ o AL QH
\Q&c,tm& St quk ¢ ork o ymiosing {\Jf,r\&jc)cu,

1PS0-2501 GCSE Psychology - Preparing for our exams — delegate booklet Version 2.0
© Pearson Education 2025 Page 17 of 36



Conclusion questions - candidate response B (1PS0/01 2023, Q4a)

(a) Explain two conclusions that could be made from Figure 2 regarding the role of

practice and effort in learning a new skill.
(4)
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Conclusion questions - example 2 (1PS0/01 2024, Q19a)

19 Mikel was investigating the role of the hemispheres of the brain.

He recruited a participant with damage to their left hemisphere and another
participant with damage to their right hemisphere.

Mikel gave the participants two tasks.

Task 1 - Word category task — the participant had to pick one word from a selection
of four that fitted a different category of words to the other three (see Figure 3).

Task 2 - Shape category task - the participant had to pick one shape from a selection
of four that fitted a different category of shapes to the other three (see Figure 3).

Word category task example Shape category task example

teacher doctor lamp poet ‘ \(\ \> /\

Figure 3

Each participant was given 25 task items to respond to and their total number of
correct responses was recorded.

Mikel’s results are shown in Table 4.

Task 1 - percentage of | Task 2 - percentage of

correct responses correct responses
Participant with damage
to the left hemisphere of 4% 8%
the brain
Participant with damage
to the right hemisphere of 92% 6%
the brain
Table 4

(a) Explain one conclusion that could be made regarding the role of the hemispheres
of the brain using the data in Table 4.
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Question
number

Answer

Mark

19(a)

One mark for a conclusion made.
One mark for justification of the conclusion through
analysis/interpretation.

For example:

+» The left hemisphere is involved in both verbal and spatial
abilities (1). This is shown by the participant with damage to
their left hemisphere performing poorly on both verbal and

spatial tasks, scoring just 4% and 8% respectively (1).

Accept any other appropriate response.

(2)
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Conclusion questions - candidate response A (1PS0/01 2024, Q19a)

{(a) Explain one conclusion that could be made regarding the role of the hemispheres

of the brain using the data in Table 4.
(2)
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Conclusion questions - candidate response B (1PS0/01 2024, Q19a)

(a) Explain one conclusion that could be made regarding the role of the hemispheres
of the brain using the data in Table 4.
(2)
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Conclusion questions - candidate response C (1PS0/01 2024, Q19a)

(a) Explain one conclusion that could be made regarding the role of the hemispheres
of the brain using the data in Table 4.
(2)
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Essays - example 1 - research methods - (1PS0/02 2023, Q5)

*5 Godden and Baddeley (1975) conducted a field experiment to test memory. They
used lists of words that were learned and then recalled in either the same or different
environments to learning.

They used scuba divers as participants who learned and recalled the words either
underwater or on dry land. These environments were familiar to the divers.

The scuba divers were allocated into the following different conditions:
«  Words learned underwater, recalled underwater.
«  Words learned underwater, recalled on dry land.
- Words learned on dry land, recalled on dry land.
«  Words learned on dry land, recalled underwater.

The word lists were prerecorded and presented to the scuba divers twice when they
were in their learning environment. The words were read at two-second intervals in
the recording.

Godden and Baddeley (1975) found that more words were recalled when the divers
were in the same environment in which they had learned the words, compared to
when learning and recall took place in different environments.

Evaluate the use of field experiments to investigate human behaviour.
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Level Mark Descriptor
0 No rewardable material.

Level 1 1-3 = Demonstrates limited knowledge and understanding of
psychological processes and procedures, may not always be
relevant (AO1).

« Little or no application of psychological processes and procedures
to the context (AQ2).

= Limited attempt to evaluate psychological processes and
procedures. Little or no connections between the elements in the
question, with unsupported, generic judgements. Limited
conclusion that is not fully justified (AO3).

Level 2 4-6 = Demonstrates mostly accurate knowledge and understanding of
relevant psychological processes and procedures (AO1).

= Some application of psychological processes and procedures to
the context but may be limited or lack relevance (AO2).

= Some attempt to evaluate psychological processes and
procedures but may draw on limited evidence. Mostly logical
chains of reasoning, leading to judgements. Basic conclusion
reached but may be superficial (A03).

Level 3 7-9 = Demonstrates accurate and thorough knowledge and
understanding of relevant psychological processes and
procedures (AO1).

= Relevant and accurate application of psychological processes and
procedures to the context (AO2).

= Sustained and accurate evaluation of psychological processes and
procedures, supported with accurate evidence. Sustained and
logical chains of reasoning, leading to relevant judgements with
justified conclusion (AOQ3).

Level 4 10-12 = Demonstrates comprehensive and accurate knowledge and
understanding of relevant psychological processes and
procedures throughout {(AO1).

= Sustained relevant and accurate application of psychological
processes and procedures to the context (AO2).

= Comprehensive evaluation of psychological processes and
procedures supported with accurate and thorough use of
evidence. Sustained and logical chains of reasoning, leading to
fully supported judgements with well-justified conclusion (AO3).
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Essays - research methods - candidate response A (1PS0/02 2023, Q5)

Evaluate the use of field experiments to investigate human behaviour.
(12)
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Essays - issues and debates - candidate response B (1PS0/02 2023, Q5)
(12)

A field expeyialwh is_ o exgey iAant dasign,
conducted. & nodUraSistic . eniYonmant. with
e exper) MeyAey  Cromesvegy s ranpwativy
. s pevdank vayiabld: taxe, e inds pevolthk.
foriobl was A envionmans used (on diy
land ov On wader). i o oy advantayes.

for one, th inddpenelnd - variable ond i pendant
Yol Com SWow 0 visibw Couse omd effeth..
for oampl, SNG Aveve saa Were dffentak
locakins used,  We_cawn yndaystnd Wak meving
. fron One [ocOkion 10 ooty for Learnivg_ oyl
__recaltvg_con redu® e ability Yo Yemewper

1PS0-2501 GCSE Psychology - Preparing for our exams — delegate booklet Version 2.0
© Pearson Education 2025 Page 27 of 36



_AIVEVOS, sk by bewd YL dwevs coatld B remembeY
ing  «otd - liSYS  yetter - wnew osxed . 43 teamiand

Yecal mwu— sonru environnyovik: Yyfs 1S siyiailay
Ay erPeyivienis ,

o paiavivs NG wmre WL vichmM’'S
racs Veing cnarxsm_a\\omd Ana - fiyiding . that
peofe Qf sant Yols hawe Q -Hzmc{znui JO N]f’

o cAaVey -

Ava, Pweiruy acthvawvtage: ;s° Mok « A0kes

ClOL 1 O NOYUVANSAIC -~ enivivormewnt- VS
adds  validity 4g 3 expeviwwemnk - &GS ccubo
QALVRYNS  Man,  dead  witn STWuxusr  tn YRmMg miering
watnuacktiony - §ivevi ol cdyy tavct g i tha
woder.  JTWS  odds " ecological validity , yaking
e YeSWTES more o usefod - FOv Otlav

S SCUba_ divexS. "y vway pwveliystand. -{nal
AN SWouldl pe QRN insavulHOAS - uille YW at€Y

A0 ivviPiove . HRic . e YMowy.- owever ,  4WVaS

reaull. Moy nod " e SereyolisQolt -Yo P oVt -
Sv _SCubn - dAiVeXJ oY awvenvt  Aszwers oy avev i—
FoNMItay - Wkt e Sawnwdt evw-ronrncmr as 2L

@ pavticipants wieve.

_Yownver,  YNOYS -VNONQ ey  measuYts 40

_conaxol | exayaneowt  vaArxiawvls,  Rwam ave
Yo Gould  potrewtially  agfect the

Voxiovus -

1PS0-2501 GCSE Psychology - Preparing for our exams — delegate booklet Version 2.0
Page 28 of 36

© Pearson Education 2025



dapendivk  voyiople Covility o TRmtnakbcy -
A tovd USED - Fovy ©omMpl |, e’ iniaeyvaly
perween e ¥EOT yeoding 0% Mt weovyds-
wos  tepr os-okx .2 Secovols. - T™Mig  wwiprOves
_H_\g__,mn_wim\j_'c'f_m 5m\3 -, "7 N
A\$®, A VUse o¢ ™any Cl‘FFC’YEM 3141_ w_ti\ )
_AiffFgrent  anvivonmant  compiviolions inaproves
ﬂ.\x Yelanilidyg ovd. - occuxaldy ofF A -
_expAVEMA - S¥Wls P RGN ov_\smesb:’_tw_@&
AN envivanmMewnts Gmd yumovy can pbe -
_aveavty . iAenhhied - Howevey, sinc  Had -
_ Scuba__divers knew dvuay were part of.thae -
expevimevt,  hngir behaviour may hate pecsr
—uwnnajural owvd Huy may  have S gneuwin
_olerwand - clhharacicisfics  Coctivig to Saticny
- -the grome oavusS ol an  experinutnt)) |

_____Tavefore, -Gaden onwdl - RBoddel\y ¢
COWA- nave - ¥vied 30 ove o\_cove\r—t
MVESHQO&(OA,,-,WMM__W.M.EQM -
deyviange, Moavyadensncs . OF S e SCUWoG-
__adiwvers:  They could +#+St chi'ffertinis
avtqs e?_warft" &S [7.5-4|

5\,\ cdh(tuy\da have awf. mcmg bQYUZP'I'j -

angl_chvawpoacks of Figlol eXperimMendt, put
pveyall, 1t wos U pesh choict te he abU
o invesigalt e mewong . Altweugh
Loy \iske Way-—be LS _ecoloycally
vod, ¥V pesult oke g4l dppticable
40 reol R SCuba Aivexs to  improvR

1PS0-2501 GCSE Psychology - Preparing for our exams — delegate booklet Version 2.0
© Pearson Education 2025 Page 29 of 36



Essays - example 2 - issues and debates - (1PS0/01 2024, Q27)

#27 The Chesworths are a family who love to play board games and card games together

at the weekend and in the school holidays.

When at school, Gerard Chesworth is not competitive and always waits his turn and
never shouts or screams. When the whole family are at home playing games they
become very competitive, they all scream and shout a lot and Gerard joins in.

Recently, Gerard’s father taught the family to play a new card game. Gerard found the
game difficult to understand and kept forgetting the rules, which meant he lost most
of the time. This made Gerard very upset, so he played the game repeatedly on his
own in private.

The next time the family played the new card game, Gerard won quite a few times
which made him happier. Gerard’s brother started to come last all of the time. He
stopped playing, stood up and told the family there is no point in playing any more
as he would never improve.

Assess the Chesworth family’s behaviour using two areas of psychology that you
have studied.
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Level Mark Descriptor [

0 No rewardable material.

Level 1 1-3 e« Demonstrates isolated elements of understanding of a limited
range of psychological ideas. (AO1)

s Attempts to apply understanding to elements in the context of
the question, with flawed or simplistic links and connections
made. (A02)

e Limited attempt to deconstruct relevant psychological ideas. An
unbalanced or one-sided argument that provides limited
synthesis of understanding. Judgements are supported by
limited evidence. (AO3)

Level 2 4-6 « Demonstrates mostly accurate understanding of some relevant
psychological ideas. (AO1)

e Applies understanding to elements in the context of the
question, with some logical links and connections made. (A0O2)

« Deconstructs relevant psychological ideas using mostly logical
chains of reasoning. An imbalanced argument that synthesises
mostly relevant understanding, but not entirely coherently,
leading to judgements that are supported by evidence
occasionally. (AO3)

Level 3 7-9 « Demonstrates accurate and thorough knowledge and
understanding of relevant psychological ideas. (AO1)

e Applies understanding to elements in the context of the
guestion to provide sustained linkage and logical connections
throughout. (A02)

« Deconstructs relevant psychological ideas using logical chains of
reasoning. A balanced, well-developed argument that
synthesises relevant understanding coherently. Judgements are
supported by evidence throughout. (AO3)
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Essays - issues and debates - candidate response A (1PS0/01 2024, Q27)

*27 The Chesworths are a family who love to play board games and card games together
at the weekend and in the school holidays.

When at school, Gerard Chesworth is not competitive and always waits his turn and
never shouts or screams. When the whole family are at home playing games they
become very competitive, they all scream and shout a lot and Gerard joins in.

Recently, Gerard's father taught the family to play a new card game. Gerard found the
game difficult to understand and kept forgetting the rules, which meant he lost most

of the time. This made Gerard very upset, so he played the game repeatedly on his
own In private, Ledereloprent

The next time the family played the new card game, Gerard won quite a few times
which made him happier, Gerard's brother started to come last all of the time, He
stopped playing, stood up and told the family there is no point in playing any more
as he would never improve.

Assess the Chesworth family’s behaviour using two areas of psychology that you
have studied.
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Essays - issues and debates - candidate response B (1PS0/01 2024, Q27)

27 The Chesworths are a famnily wha love to play board games and card games together
at the weekend and in the schoal hclln:lays

When at schoal, Gerard Cheswarth 1s not competitive and always waits his turn and
never shauts or scféams, When the whale family are at home playing games they Y o focies)

become very v:l::-mEEntl_g, they all screarn and shout a lot and Gerard joins in. '-""H"“‘E"‘“‘LE-

Rgcently, Gerard's father taught the family to play a new card game. Gerard found the
game diffi dlfﬁ:ull‘. to understand and kept forgetting the rules, which meant he lost most
of the tme. . This made Gerard very upset, so he played the game :epeatedl'g an his
nwn I private,

The next time the family played the new card game, Gerard won quite a few ti .
which made him happier. Gerards brother started to come last all of the time, He 5 Dierl "'_,r
stopped plnylng, ng, stood up and told the family there is no point in playing any e _:;%

ok I'IE would never |m|:|m'.'E

Assess the Chesworth farnily’s behaviour using two areas of psychalogy that you
have studied.
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(Total for Quastion 27 = 9 marks)

TOTAL FOR SECTION F = 18 MARKS
TOTAL FOR PAPER = 38 MARKS
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